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To the REVEREND and WorThHy 


MEMBERS 


ON TAE 


Three CHOIRS 


OF 
Glouceſter, Worceſter, and Hereford, 


And to all the benevolent SUBscR1BERs to their 
| humane and virtuous Undertaking, 


This DISCOURSE 


Is moſt humbly dedicated by 
Their moſt obedient, and 
devoted Servant, 


Wm. Taſwell. 
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| And Zadok the Prieft, and his Brethren 
| the Prieſts, before the Tabernacle of 
| 


the Lord —— 

To offer Burnt- Offerings unto the Lord 
upon the Altar of the Burnt-Offering, 
continually Morning and Evening, 

and to do according to all that is 

written in the Law of the Lord, 
which he commanded Iſrael. 

ind with them Heman and Feduthun 

with Trumpets and Cymbals for thoſe 

that ſhould make a Sound, and with 
een I 1 F God.— 


H= D TÞ beſo Paſlage of Scripture ſets 2 
2 before us the advanced State of 
che Jewiſh Religion (ſo far, I 
an] as it concern'd the Publick 77 - 
Pip of "_O under the Reign of his 


choſen 


(6) 
choſen Servant David; which from an 
unſettled, local and itinerant Worſhip, 
- transferr'd continually from Tent to 
Tent, and from Tabernacle to Taber- 
nacle, was now aſſuming the auſpicious 


Beginnings of a more decent and come- 


ly Form, when their great and ſolemn || 
Symbol, the Ark of God's Covenant, 
was from the Houſe of Obhed-Edon | 
placed and fix d in the City of David. 


Tu Jewiſh Worſhip, it is obſer- BW 
vable, kept Pace always with her Civil 
Polity, acquir'd Strength in its Increaſe, 
and roſe in its Beauty, as Wat in its 
Magnificence and Power. The ſhitt- 
ing and unſettled State conſequently of 
a People, who from their Introduction 
into the Promis d Land had been conti- 
nually enlarging their Borders by War, 
and making: themſelves, as it were, a 
Country by Conqueſt, wou'd, no 
doubt, but ill admit of the Regularity 
of a Publick — in the Decency 


and 


| —_— - 
and Propticty that a ſettled and well- 
{ polic'd People cou'd be ſuppos d ca- 
pable of inſtituting and obſerving : Nor 
indeed could the Man after God s own: 
Heart carry his Service into a more be- 
coming Form, till he had brought his 
Enemies to an advantageous Peace, re- 
W mov'd the dire Effects of civil Diſcord, 
and, under God's Aſſiſtance, fix d his 
Seat of Empire. 


Bur, after this happy Period of his 
W Picty and Toils, He ſoon, we are told, 
took to himſelf Reproach, upon the 
8 Recolleftion that the Ark of God 
dwelt within Curtains while he himſelf 
dwelt in a Houſe of Cedar; and tho' 
the Execution of his great Deſigns, re- 
ſulting from hence, was reſerv'd by God 
for the Glory of his Son's Reign, yet 
the Plan of a graceful and well-model'd 
Publick Worſhip was laid down under 
the Divine Permiſſion by David himſelf, 
which Solomon ſo far improv'd upon 

1 after- 


I ſhall do, 


(8) 
afterwards as to carry to the Beauty M 
of Holineſs.---Yet the Plan, Ifay, was 
laid down by David--He inclos'd the 
wand'ring Ark in a Tabernacle, which 
he appointed an Order of Prieſts to 
attend for a regular Morning and Even- 
ing Sacrifice of Oblation and Worſhip ; 
to raiſe yet the Dignity of which, and 
introduce a Service more worthy of the 
Deity, —he calls in the Aid of Mujick 
Inſtrumental, as well as Vocal; taught MW! 
it to raiſe and animate Devotion, and 
appointed, in the Words of my Text, 


Zadok the Prieſt, &c. &c. &c. 


Taz Uſe that I ſhall make of this ſro 
Scripture will be to ſhew the Propriety iſ 
and Uſefulneſs of Sacred Mufeh, which 


I. From ſeveral Conſiderations drawn 
from the Antiquity and Practice 
thereof both in the Jewiſh, Chrit- 


tian, 


(9) 


tian, as well as the wiſeſt and beſt 


1 polic'd States of the Heathen 
e . Wor Id. 

oll. From the Nature of the Thing 
- itſelf, and its peculiar Expedience 
| and Aptitude to the Publick Wor- 
4 ſhip and Service of God, 

e 

þ Mus1cx appears to have been one of 


he moſt antient of all Arts that ſtand 
: Fccorded in their Invention. Moſes 
Harries it up into a very early Period of 
he Ante-Diluvian World, and dedu- 
l es the Origin of laſtrumental Muſick 
om Jubal, a Sixth only in his Deſcent 
: rom Cain. There is no Doubt but Vo- 
/ had a yet earlier Origin perhaps 
rom our firſt Parents themſelves ; for 
& is founded, I muſt obſerve, in Na- 
re, Modulation of Voice being a 

property of Humanity——and the Uk | 
f it, doubtleſs, muſt ſoon be ſuggeſt- 
d to Men from the Variety of Notes 
an, | | B 1 in 


(10) 


in the Melody of Birds—Nature's firſt ; 


— treo . a er ter OO EIT Is gr ro rr rr 5 
- 
* 


Choiriſters —and in whoſe Songs in- . 
deed, had Speech itſelf been wanting 6 
to Mankind, God had for ever ordain d , 
the © Outgoings of the Morning and 
« Evening to praiſe him. : E 
In 
Tur Application of this Art to the 
Service of Religion we ſhall likewikM F 
find very early in the Records of An. y 
tiquity——Not that I mention this, ap- 
prehending Antiquity itſelf an Argu-, 
ment of any great Force to eſtabliſh ali. 


controverted Practice, becauſe in the 
more early Times of the World Men 
were, doubtleſs, as liable to think 
wrong as now, nay more ſo probably, 
not having the Experience that wei 
have to guide and form their Judg: 


- - * 1 ab. 4 i Mit 1 


. | 4 SM 


— — 


A lguidat Avidm Vit intitarieh Ore © Ct] 
Ante fuit multo, quam lævia Carmina Cantu 8 
Concelebrare Homines poſſent, Aureiſq; juvare. 

Luckkr. Lib. v.---1378. Tc 
; | 


ment: 


1 ) 
rl ments by——but a concurring Series of 
Conſent to any Practice of Antiquity | 
" brought down through After-Ages to 
lateſt Poſterity, is an Argument, I muſt 
R obſerve, that can ſcarce with Juſtice, 
nor indeed with common Modeſty, be 
reſiſted; and it is in this Light only 
„chat 1 propoſe to ſhew the Application 

of Muſick to the Worſhip of God. 


We find then this Art call'd in to the 
Aſſiſtance of Religion by the great Jew- 
With Law-giver, who himſelf commun'd 
W with God, and promulgated a Religion 
: immediately from its Divine Author. 
Two of his facred Songs are yet extant, 
Tin their Style and Manner peculiarly 
ennobled and elevated and what 
may here deſerve our particular Atten- 
tion is the laſt of theſe is recorded by 
che Author of the Revelations as the 
Subject Matter of the Praiſe and Ado- 
ration of the Bleſs'd above, who are 
ſaid to ſing continually the Song of 

B 2 Moſes, 


— a — ae — — 
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Moſes, Servant to God, ſaying, “ Grea; b 
« and marvellous are thy Works; Lord 
« God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy 


« Ways, O King of Saints. Whe- 


ther Moſes firſt inſtituted ſacred Mu- 
ſick, is not very material; but as this|M 
firſt Inſtitution of it at leaſt, which we 
have upon Record, we find ſupported |M 
by ſuch a collateral Sanction as I have 
nc recited, our Conceptions of it 
ſurely muſt be infinitely rais'd with re- 
gard to its Propriety in God's Worſhip. 


DuziNG the remaining Part of the 
Theocratical State of the Jews, we have 


various other Inſtances of their Eſtima- 


tion of Mufick, and of its more imme- 


diate Propriety in the Worſhip of God; 


and indeed the moſt noble and infpird 
Parts of their Devotional Service appear 
to have been thoſe where they | have if 


83393 m — 


— ©_— — — 


Rev. xv. 3. 


call'd 
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(13) 
call'd in its Aid. The Song of Debo- 
rah and Bara is the Height itſelf of 
sublime, and under all the Diſadvan- 
ages of Tranſlation from a Language 
- to whoſe Idiom it is fo peculiarly adapt- 
ed, whether we confider it for its Ma- 
eſty of Style, or its Beauty and Sim- 
Pplicity of Sentiment, it muſt be ac- 
WF knowledg'd as the juſt Reproach of the 
it moſt elevated Human Compoſitions that 
re- ¶ have ever ſince appear d upon a Com- 
ip. pariſon. 


= Wuzn the Regal Government be- 
came in ſome Meaſure ſettled under 
David, the Arts of Peace we find rear- 
ing their Heads Taking the Lead, 
amidſt the firſt of which Muſick ap- 
Wpears in all its Luſtre, Here She threw 
Joff the Reſtraints of her former Sim- 
Wplicity, and addreſs'd the Ear in all 
Wthe Variety of Inſtrumental Sounds; 
Maſters and Artizans in all the ſeveral 
Warts of Harmony were called in to the 
Service 


( 14 ) 


Service of the 'Tabernacle, and in re- 
gular Orders ſet apart and conſecrated 
to it; and in Proceſs of Time had pe- 
culiar Privileges and Immunities be- 


ſtow'd on them, as upon Men deem'd 


in a more eminent Degree deſerving, of, 
and ſerviceable to their Country 


Religion from hence appears to have g 


receiv'd Nerves, and Devotion Wings; 


for their Revolts to Idolatry became far : 


leſs frequent, and their Adoration ap- 
pear'd in the moſt noble and affecting 


Strains of Piety and Praiſe, of which | 
the Book of Pſalms will for ever remain 


as a ſtanding Memorial. 


Solomon, inſpir'd with Wiſdom from 


God himſelf, advanc'd Religion, (but 3 


advanc'd it upon this Plan) to ye | 


higher Improvements; $ and from hi: 


a. — 


* A their Ka from the Babyloniſh Captivity, they 


were exempted from all Toll and Tribute. Ezra vii. 24. 


Time 


( 15 ) 
T Time it ſtill continued to aſſiſt and in- 
guence their Worſhip till they were 
led captive into Babylon, but was then 
compell'd to ſubmit to the fatal Re- 
W verſe of their fall'n Affairs. The Harp 
and Cymbal forgot their Sounds, and 
the Hand that moved them its wonted 
Cunning for Harmony but ill ſuited 
„ vith ag, nor the joyous Songs 
3 of Sin with the inſu pportable Miſeries 
f Jof a range Land : Well might thy 
” {captive Daughters increaſe the 75 aters 
"> of Babylon with their Tears, when they 
Wremember'd Thee, O Sion, and thy 
forſaken Walls, and ruinated Temple, 
that had ſo often echoed to their ſacred 
Jong. But after the Union of the Ba- 
| Vyloniſb and Perſian Monarchies, when 
the Jews were permitted by Cyrus to 
return to their native Country, and re- 
build their Temple, Muſick was again 
call'd in to its Service, and continued 
Ito ſupport their Worſhip till its laſt 
hnal Deſtruction. 


As | 


(16) 

As it is from hence very evident, 
that a Publick Worſhip can never be 
carried on in any Degree of Graceful- 
neſs and Propriety but under the Sup- 
port and Encouragement of the Civil 
Power, permit me therefore to obſerve 
of what high Importance to Religion is 
the Protection of the Civil Magiſtrate ; 
and of what ſtill higher Import is His 
Vigilance over the Publick-Weal, and 
his Promotion of its Proſperity, in or- 
der to enable him to extend that Pro- 
tection? He is repaid for This, by the 
Subjection, Order and Diſcipline that 
Religion enforces, and by the various 
Offices and Virtues of Labour, 'Tem- 
perance and Obedience, which it en- 
Joins; without a Regard to which, ali 
Government would be immediate Anar- 
chy and Uproar. Thus indeed is the 
Aſſiſtance which Religion and the State 
lend to each other reciprocal, and their 


Support mutual ; and take them either 


Wap, 


3 
| | 
'F 
\ 
4 


ORR. bf, 

| Way, the Magiſtrate can no longer be 
5 ſaid to be the Guardian of the vne, than 
ehe is that of the other. For Government 
zs to be look d upon as a well-compacted 
Machine, conſiſting of different Parts, 
l WF all tending to carry on certain and fix'd 
' WW Unity of Deſign; if any one of which 
sis injur'd or taken away, its correſpond- 
ing Parts will in a juſt Proportion be 
weaken'd or render'd uſeleſs, till the 
whole itſelf is inevitably diſſolv'd. 


= Israilr be excus'd, I perſuade my- 
ne ſelf, this ſeeming Digreſſion, when it 
at I will be found in ſome meaſure. to obvi- 
us ate an Objection to Church-Muſick from 
n- Wits Omiſſion and Diſuſe, in the firſt 
n- WF inſtitution, as well as the Primitive 
all Times of Chriſtianity. It is very evi- 
dent from hence, that Improvements 
he Jof this Nature cou'd never be expected 
te but in a ſettled and eftabliſh'd Church, 
I Wand That exiſting in a well-polic'd and 
er proſperous State; If even the Protec- 
LY, C tion 


(18). 
tion, as it appears, of the Civil Magiſ: 
trate was neceſſary, how could it be 
look'd for under his Diſcouragement|M 
and Perſecution, in any Degree at leaſt 
correſponding to that of the antientM 
Temple-Muſick. But when the Church. 
Peace and Quiet commenc'd, and a 
the regular and ſettled Government 
of her ſeveral States would admitf 
thereof, it return'd, we find, to it 
original Improvements, and re-anima-Wik: 
ted her Worſhip with the moſt maſter- 
ly Force and Propriety of Inſtrumen-W 
tal Sounds. | 


IN the mean while we have ſuffici 
ent Evidence of its Uſe, ſo far as Hoca 
Mufick was concern'd, (which was all 
it is plain, that the firſt State of Chril: 
tianity would admit of) not only fron 
the Practice of our Bleſſed Lord him-W 
ſelf, and his Apoſtles *, but from That 


Bs — 


— — — 


* Matt. xxvi. 20. I Cor. xiv. Tc, 


like- 


1 


be wiſe of the Primitive Chriſtians 
i through every Century, till the ſettled 
Quiet, I fay, of the Church, and the 


proper Eſtabliſhment of her ſeveral 
States enabled them to carry it into 
higher Improvements. 


Iso Leave to offer you but one 
Warther Argument in Behalf of Church- 
Muſick, and zhat drawn from the ear- 
ieſt Times of Chriſtianity. We find 
In ſeveral Parts of the Revelations the 
Heavenly Worſhip of the Lamb of God 
repreſented to be perform'd in the ſtrict- 
ſt Reſemblance and Imagery of the 
"Wantient Temple-Mufick—— their very In- 
Wiruments are introduc'd, and the Four 
End twenty Elders deſcrib'd “ falling 
1 down before the Lamb, having eve- 
i one of them Harps.*" Which 
Wtho' no doubt figurative, and intended 
gonly to expreſs a Senſe of the higheſt 


— K —— 


* Rev. v. 8. 
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ways to Demonſtration as it is poſſible 


(20 


and moſt perfect Adoration that could 


poſſibly be convey'd to us——yet it is 


highly improbable that the Bleſſed Spi- 
rit ſhould make Uſe of ſuch Terms, by 
which to convey to us the Senſe of an 
Heavenly Worſhip, as were in an 
Earthly one to be look'd upon as un- 
lawful and criminal, 


To This let me, laſtly ly, add the Au- 
thority of the antient Heathen World 
—1 ſay the Authority for tho Mu- 
ſick, it is true, was GR made ſubſer- 
vient to the Promotion of Idolatry and 
falſe Worſhip, yet when I ſubjoin their 
Uſe of it to the Practice of the Jewiſh 
and Chriſtian States, it much, I appre- 
hend, increaſes the Force of our Argu- 
ment, as it eſtabliſhes it upon the com- Wo 
mon 1d united Conſent of Mankind, 
which brings an Argument as near al- 


to be carried. 


Bs 


(2) 


is Br pleas'd therefore, in this Senſe, 
Jo attend to it, and it will be by no 
by WMecans foreign to my Purpoſe to inform 
an Nou that Mufick was, among the Hea- 
an Whens themſelves, likewiſe held in the 
n- Whigheſt Eſteem and Veneration, eſpecial- 

throughout the wiſeſt and beſt-polic'd 

Wtates of antient Greece. The moſt 
u-Nublime of their Poets, to ſhew their 
1d Nigh Opinion of it, are continually in- 
u- Mulcating that it is us'd in Heaven as 
er- he Entertainment of their Heroes and 
nd {ods The Mythologies of Ampbion 
eit {nd Orpheus, under which no leſs than 


— 


ilt was indeed, according to Herodotus, a very diſtin- 

, Wuiſhing Characteriſtick in their Manners, after they had 

m- oought the Egyptian Arts and Learning to any Degree 

9 { Maturity and Improvement. He records it, it is to 

iq; obſerv'd, as their general Characteriſtick; at the ſame 

al- WF ime taking Notice, that the Argians, judg'd to be the moſt 
joliſh'd of all their States, were thought to excel in Muſick 

ble he reſt of their Countrymen Kar TW auvriv os TTY 

(£9109 AY eie i tgor MH eivar ExAnor . 


_ HrRop. Lib. III. 213. Edit. Gale. | 
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the civilizing of Mankind is couch'd, MW 
muſt be perpetual Monuments of their 
high Senſe and Veneration of it. Va- 
rious are the Hymns till extant that 
were compos d and ſung in Honour of ii 
their Gods. The Laws of the celebrated 
Lycurgus, which he pretended him-W 
ſelf to have receiv'd from Heaven, were 

ſet to Muſick * in order to increakM 
their Veneration and Obſervance. And 
we are inform'd indeed, that antientlyM 
all Exhortations to Virtue, as well as all 
Truths divine and human, were written 


in Verſe, and ſung publickly by a Cho- | | 


_ — — _—. 


— j ri 


* By Terpander, a very celebrated Maſter of Harmony 
in thoſe Times, who, according to the younger Pliny, ad- 
vanc'd Muſick to very great Improvements by the Addition 
of ſeven Chords to the Lyre. PLIN. Nat. Hit. 1615. 133 
But what is yet more eminently remarkable in the Condut 
of this wiſe Levillator is---when by ſeveral Edicts he banilh' 


all the Arts and Improvements of Luxury, as pernicious to 


the rifing Greatneſs of the Spartan State, which he puſh'0i 
on indeed with a Rigour even to the Expulſion of the Sculp 


ture, Freeze and Corniſh of Architecture itſelf, he yet 


thought proper to retain Muſick, judging it indiſpenſably nei 
Far to the Support and Promotion of Virtue. PIU r 
Fit. Lyc. c 


- 
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Tus to the Sound of Inſtruments 
uch then, on the general Conſent of 
Mankind, has been its Veneration al- 
days for Muſick, and ſuch its Uſe and 
EPropriety which we now take upon us 


0 juſtify. 


Bur, excluſive of all Precedent, the 
Wxpcdicence of Muſick, as it ſtands in 
Icſelf, only is ſufficient to recommend 


Wt to the Worſhip of God. 


Tus proper Source indeed, it muſt 
Wc confeſs d, of all true Religion and 
Reaſon, and its Streams ſhould be al- 


— —— 


— 


mon) 

y, ad-. Plutarch introduces Thales engaged in an Exerciſe of this 
dition ind, and with the fineſt Addreſs and Skill making Uſe of 
. 135, WF ufick as an Handmaid to Virtue, Under the Semblage of 
duct Lyrick Poet, he tells us, he perform'd the Part of a moſt 
niſh't ccellent Legiſlator and Moraliſt, and that his Songs were 
ous u Mot irrefiſtably perſuaſive to Virtue, Obedience and Concord. 
puſh'0l —&TES HA) eig THY Engg OdanTa IIe wiv dhxevte 
Sculp eu WEAGY u EIT Xnpe The Tin TAuTYY METUNAENDY » 
he yet (© Ave Gs xpgriISU TAY vouberar Nam eaToperir. Ab 
ly nc-Wf 2? 4 du. 2 8 en cabeiay PT; Gorey ErartaAnTIN qa 
p; vr W's tua x; pulpay r To xbowiy i be Kc. &c. 

5 Prur. Franc. Edit. 1609. P. 41. V. I. 
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ways ſuch as may confeſs that Source 
and ſhew the Tin&ure of a wel 
grounded and rational Faith. Buff 
when its Truths and Principles hav 


once been well impreſs'd upon u 
and to each ſuch Impreſſion Reaſa 


has given its ſacred Sanction— it hal 
in ſome meaſure, I apprehend, don 
its Work; and what remains, is of 
more operative and active Nature, ith 


which every Paſſion that the Suprene 


Diſpoſer has thought fit to inform ou: 
Beings withal, is to be awaken'd, and 
call'd up into his Service, acting indeed 
always in a well-order'd Subſerviencetii 


that Reaſon from whence, proper] 
ſpeaking, they have their Call. 


Hence in the Good the Deteſtation lf 
Sin; the Love of Virtue ; the Warm 
of Charity; and the Rapture of De 


votion. 


AND there is ho Part of Religion, | 
muſt obſerve, in which the Affection 
demand 


(25 ) 

re B&demand greater Addreſs and Aſſiſtance, 
yell than in the Devotional Parts of it; ſo 
Bull hat whatſoever, we - muſt therefore 
nanW-onclude, will contribute to This, is, 
u8Woubtleſs, Religion's Friend, and in 
ao he ſtricteſt Propriety muſt be allow'd 
halo advance God's Service. 


of Hz a then Muſick ſeizes its indif- 
, iWutcd Province. Various indeed are the 
authorities of Hiſtories, ſacred as well 
Ws prophane, and of all Times, of its 
Prodigious Effects and Influence over 
he Human Mind. But let it ſuffice to 
bſerve, that She has always aſſum'd a 
ery immediate Controul and Govern- 
nent of the Affections. It has been Her's 
co calm the tumultuous and diſcor- 
ant Paſſions, and to rouſe and diſſi- 
Pate the lethargick Languors of the 
Poul; to aſſuage Anger — to awaken 
Piry—t6 {weeten the Bitterneſs of Woe 
and irradiate the very Gloom itſelf 
f Deſpair. Why therefore are we to 
D ex- 
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exclude ſo powerful an Aſſiſtant fron 
the Service of God only, nay from that 
Part of it, where our Affections, as I 
have ſhewn you, chiefly are concern d 
And what good Effects might not, oi 
the other hand, be expected from i. 

when call'd into Religion by a judi 


cious and maſterly Hand, and unde 


ama and skilful performers 7 


Bur as every Fleafure, I am ſenſill | 
muſt be adapted to our Faculties of 
Perception, ſo it is with regard to thi 
Uſe and Propriety of all Objects what 
ever. We ſhould ceaſe to wonder ai 
therefore, nor are by any means, 
think, at Liberty to blame Thye, wi 
from an utter Inſenſibility perhapi 
of theſe Effects of Harmony, mak 
Choice rather of a Worſhip adapted t 
their own peculiar Turn 2 Though 
and of a more dar and melancholy Ca 
and equally injurious will it be in 2% 
J muſt obſerve;likewiſe, to cenſure a 


— | | / J 
1 F4 
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this Account Thoſe © who have Ears 
% hear, and are zealous in the Encou- 
Sagement of Church Muſick, finding 
{themſelves relieved thereby, and their 
Vevotions warm'd and animated. This, 
believe, cannot be thought very un- 
eaſonable on either Side — I ſhall 
Were therefore chooſe to let the Matter 
eſt, as I have no Deſign to embitter 
Wy Subject with Controverſy, nor in 
Ihe leaſt to calumniate others, but _ 
v juſtify ourſelves. 


Bor 1 we may ſome few of 
Ws claſh in Sentiment as to this——I 
| Im now at leaſt happy in leading your 
Attention to a Subject in which we 
uſt all agree, a Subject of univerſal 
Wr/vence and Obligation that concerns 


s both as Chriſtians, and indeed Men. 
gor will our Tranſition from Harmony 
Charity be thought, I hope, any 


ays forc'd or unnatural... Feb, 
muſt obſerve, N but in the Re- 


D 2 verſe, 
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verſe, from Charity to Harmony, when 
by his Relief he tells us, He causd th 
Widow's Heart to fing for Foy. How-W 
ever, they are certainly Siſters thatſi 
may well go Hand in Hand, though 
here indeed one ſeems to ſtep i in as thei 
other's Harbinger, to open and enlarge 
your Hearts in the Support of her Cauſe. 


DisrRzs 8, hora it appears, calls 
upon the Humane and friendly Mind : 
and Religion adds Energy to its Call; 
and, intent ever on the Good of Man- | 
kind, raiſes our Attention to it into the 
moſt conſummate of its Virtues. But 
ſtill there are Degrees, it muſt be a- 
low'd, among its Objects, to which ou 
Incitements are naturally proportion d 
in the foremoſt of which, the for- 
{iken Widow and helpleſs Orphan will, 
I hope, always be allow'd to ſollici 
your Protection and Relief. —— And 
in the preſent Caſe permit me to ob- 
ſerve their Plea * be yet farther in- 
P forc ch 
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Worc'd, as their Deſtitution is the Reſult 
bf no Fault or Imprudence in them- 
w- Mk lves, but ſuch as is to be imputed on- 
hat to the Stroke of Heaven, in the Re- 
gb oval of the ſole Fountain of their 


en 


the Maintenance and Support; and whoſe 
rgereſent Wants muſt be indeed doubly 
uſe, Wobitter'd by the painful Reflexions of 


What they have beer beretofore——ſuf- 


alli 


cient at leaſt and reputable Livers 
ind nd, if 1 may yet further add, the Re- 
all; eisen and Dependants of T hoſe who 
lan-Wave ſerv d at God's Altar; whoſe La- 
 thefWours, while living, would not admit 


Buff the Care of enlarging their private 


: al-Wortunes, but were neceſſarily confin'd 
ou the Proviſion only of our Spiritual 
on Food; and who dying, muſt feel from 
for · Nience the inſupportable Pang of leav- 
will Wo their moſt dear and tender Pledges 
licit 


eſtitute of natural Suſtenance. 


And 

 ob- Ir is the lamented Misfortune of our 
r in- Times, that as the Luxury of them 
Tc 0 hag : 
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has increas'd, our Pleaſures have dege 
nerated, and aſſum'd a very low, ſci 
ſual and irrational Turn, ſuch as j 
confin'd commonly to the unmanlyſi 
Improvements of that Luxury, and 
have Senſe chiefly for their Origin, and 
Self for their End. Loft is the go 
old chearful, the hoſpitable and benewf 
lent Spirit of our wealthy Forefathenſ 

and all their more manly Pleaſures ſunlſf 
into a moſt vitiated Taſte of Oſtenti? 
tion, and various Effeminacies gilded 
over with the falſe Ideas of Politenciii 
and Improvement by their degenerat 
Progeny.—Poliſh indeed! for we hav 
gain'd in Surface but we have loſt i 
Subſtance, and the Ballance will, I fea, 
be found too much againſt us. But 
am happy in congratulating the bettc 
Diſpoſitions of this . ſhining Aſſemi| 
——lt is yours to reſcue Pleaſure fro 
this Reproach, to teach it for a while t 
liſten to the Voice of Reaſon and Hu 
manity——nay to infuſe into it the Sp 
| r 
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Fit of Religion itſelf_and, indeed its 
noſt vital Spirit, CHARIT v. 


ENCOURAGE then every F riendly and 
Whriſtian Sentiment within you, in a 
auſe ſo worthy of your Benevolence 


gon — And may that Charity that ſhall 
. rvive all her Siſter Virtues and Graces, 
ery 


at ſhall ſurvive Mortality and even 
ime itſelf, bring you to thoſe bleſſed 
Negions of Peace and Harmony, where 
i ernal Hallelujahs are ſung before the 

hrone of God, at whoſe Righ: Hand 


| re Pleaſures for ever more. 


The EN D. 


